
GOOGLE YOUR NEXT
TRANSIT TRIP
The Phoenix area joins hundreds of cities in the U.S. that are providing transit, bicycle and walking routes
with Google Maps. For those who are not regular bus or light rail passengers, and may need to find a way to
work or to school, they can now go to the popular website and view their transit, walk or bike trip on a map.

“People who are familiar with Google, but not necessarily transit, will love this new tool,” said David Boggs,
Valley Metro executive director. “Riders don’t have to sort through timetables to plan a trip, just enter your
desired trip times and Google takes care of the rest.”

Google Maps features a “zoom-in” satellite view, a 3-D Earth view, and a street view of bus stops and the
surrounding area for those passengers who may be unfamiliar with their destination or the area. Other features
include an easy-to-read itinerary that includes transfers, trip time and distance.

To plan a walk, bike or transit trip, go to maps.google.com and click on “Get Directions.” A drop down menu
provides options including public transit, walking and bicycling. The public transit link is shown each time
driving directions are requested by the viewer who may not be aware that transit is even an option.

“As part of Google’s commitment to develop useful public-private partnerships, we are pleased to welcome
Valley Metro to Google Transit,” said Jessica Wei, Strategic Partner Development Manager at Google. “This
partnership shows Valley Metro’s commitment to innovating, serving their riders and attracting new riders.”

While ValleyMetro.org offers a free trip planner on its website, the planner is being upgraded with new
technology and eventually will offer options different from Google’s.

“We believe that our customers will be very comfortable with this new technology,” said web developer Mike
Brady.

Valley Metro/RPTA provides eco-friendly public transit options to residents of greater Phoenix and Maricopa
County, including a clean-fuel bus fleet, low-emissions light rail, and a bio-diesel Dial-a-Ride fleet.

w w w . c a p i t o l r i d e s h a r e . c o m

A bimonthly publication from Capitol Rideshare

This Issue:
July/August 2010
Online Edition

C a p i t o l  R i d e s h a r e

Rideshare
Review

• HPA Season
• Google It
• Annual Reader Survey
• Essay & Poster Contest Winners
• And more

This summer, especially on High Pollution Advisory (HPA) days, you are urged to
carpool, use transit, or telework.  And if you do, log on to www.capitolrideshare.com
and enter the HPA Day Contest! Just tell us who you are and what mode you used. At
the end of the month, we will be drawing winners from the pool of names! The more
times you use an alternate mode on HPA days, the more chances you have to win!
Remember to refuel your car after dark and avoid traveling in your car at lunchtime.
By checking your agency’s website or by visiting www.capitolrideshare.com, you can
receive the most recent Air Quality Forecast.

HPA
SEASON

REMINDER
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Optional basic demographic information:
Sex:   FEMALE    MALE
Position: •Manager/Supervisor   •Administrative/Executive Assistant
•Secretary/Clerical   •Account Tech   •Planner   •Maintenance   •Information
Services   •Construction   •Other

To better serve our customers, we are conducting the
annual reader survey. Below you will find a list of
questions and feedback space. Please take a few
moments to complete this survey online or complete
and fax or mail it via interagency back to us. We
sincerely appreciate your input!

Indicate your response:   
1. Do you participate in any Capitol Rideshare programs (Commuter Club, Rideshare parking permit, etc.)?
YES    NO

2. Have you ever participated in a Capitol Rideshare contest?         Click here to complete this survey online.
YES   NO

3. Are you more likely to participate in a contest if there is a prize?
YES   NO

4. Have recent budget cuts affected your ability to use an alternate mode?
YES  - Before the budget cuts I ____________________________          NO

5. In your opinion, do overall incentives encourage employees to participate in contests and programs?
YES   NO

6. Are you familiar with the COMMUTER CLUB?
YES   NO

7. Do you know what a “matchlist” is?
YES   NO

8. Do you feel the Clean Air Campaign helps to improve air quality awareness?
YES   NO

9. Do you regularly read the Rideshare Review newsletter?
YES   NO

10. Would you prefer the Rideshare Review newsletter be in print or online?
Print     Online

11. Do you receive Capitol Rideshare materials and this newsletter on a regular basis?
YES   NO

12. Do you use an alternate mode?
YES   NO

In our newsletter, we have experimented with various features. Please select the features that you like to see in our
newsletter. Indicate all that apply:

•Transit-related news     •Stories about employees      •Technical air quality stories    •Pending legislation
•Program information (articles on the Commuter Club, Ozone)      •Contests      •Letters to the editor
•Newsletter contests (jumble, crossword, wordsearch)

Do you have a specific suggestion or feedback? Perhaps an idea for a future article? Please share your thoughts and
ideas. Thank you for your input!

If you are not able to complete this Reader
Survey online, please return to Capitol
Rideshare via mail to 100 N. 15th Ave,
#431, Phoenix or fax to 602.542.3636.

http://www.capitolrideshare.com/files/readersurvey.asp
http://www.capitolrideshare.com/files/readersurvey.asp
http://www.capitolrideshare.com/files/readersurvey.asp


Poster Contest Winners
Jacqueline, child of Penny Summers of Library and Archives

Wyatt, child of Deborah Branch of Department of Economic Security

Savio, child of Steevan Pinto of Department of Transportation

Skylar, grandchild of Rozanna Sedillo of Land Department

Sadman Abdul, child of Mokarrom Hye of Department of Transportation

Cheyenne, child of Greg Steinmetz of Department of Administration

Katie, child of Wendy Boyle of Criminal Justice Commission

Shaloni, child of Steevan Pinto of Department of Transportation

Poster Contest Honorable Mention

Hitham, child of Abdellatif Mohamed of ADEQ

Hannah, child of Linda Harvey of Department of Education
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Pat Thompson
Department of  Corrections

Sharing the Ride-The Savings Add Up

Ah, getting to work by carpooling what a wonderful way to commute, especially if the person you are
carpooling with is compatible with your personality. In my own case the savings really added up.

 My Equinox car gets approximately twenty miles to the gallon and I live twenty seven miles from work.
This makes fifty four miles for the round trip. Therefore, two weeks out of the month when I carpool I would
save a total 540 miles which is 27 gallons of gasoline. The average price of gasoline at this time is
approximately $2.80 per gallon. By carpooling I am saving a total of $75.60 per month. Now that is just
on fuel. If you really treat your car right you would have the oil changed every 3,000 miles. The cost of
this averages $20.00. Before carpooling I changed the oil every ten weeks. Now I change it every twelve
weeks, due to carpooling. I now have one less oil change per year. Also, my tires last an additional year
by carpooling. So the average total yearly savings for me is around $927.20. That money could be used
for a major appliance purchase or maybe a mini vacation.

 Another type of savings is less stress. When you carpool, the trip seems much shorter. You have someone
to talk to and listen to and you are not always the one driving. Fun is another benefit because I am visiting
and joking with my carpool friend. It is also fun especially if your carpool friend likes to shop at the same
places. Combining commuting and then after work shopping saves me from taking another trip to town
on my days off. Once I get home I want to stay home.

The savings really add up - more than you think.

Congratulations to our Clean Air
Essay & Poster Winners!

S t a t e  o f  A r i z o n a

P r o g r a m s
Travel Reduction

Capitol Rideshare is operated by the Arizona Department
of Administration and is funded by the Federal Highway
Administration through the Maricopa Association of
Governments and by the Arizona Department of
Environmental Quality. This document is available in
alternate formats by calling 602.542.RIDE.
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Seasonal Air Pollutant Calendar

April 1 - September 30 • Ozone & Particulates

October 1 - March 31 • Carbon Monoxide & Particulates

Carbon monoxide is a colorless, odorless gas produced mainly by automobiles, which tends to build up especially
during stagnant temperature inversions common during the winter months. It hinders the body's ability to carry
oxygen in the blood causing serious problems for those with cardiovascular diseases. At high concentrations,
carbon monoxide also can increase fatigue, reduce work capacity, and may adversely affect fetal development.

Particulate matter, which includes acid sulfates, toxic organic compounds and metals, and insoluble dusts are
capable of penetrating to the deeper portions of the respiratory system and producing acute reductions in lung
function, increasing the incidence of respiratory disease in children. It can also increase the risk of premature
mortality in elderly and ill persons. Traffic on unpaved roads, windblown dust, construction and demolition are
all major contributors.
  

"Smog" ozone (as opposed to the protective ozone in the stratosphere) is a major health hazard at high
concentrations. Especially troublesome during our hot summer months, ozone causes inflammation of the lungs,
impaired breathing, coughing, chest pain, nausea, and throat irritation. Long-term effects from exposure include
increased susceptibility to respiratory infection and permanent damage to lung tissues. Ozone also causes severe
damage to commercial crops and forests.
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CHOOSE:
___Commuter Club

Circle Mode Circle Number of Days
Carpool
Transit
Bike
Walk
Vanpool
Telework/VO
CWW

1  2   3   4   5
1   2   3   4   5
1   2   3   4   5
1   2   3   4   5
1   2   3   4   5
1   2   3   4   5

Minimum of two days per week

Must include plate and D.L. # and a completed
application from each member of your carpool.

You must carpool a minimum
of 3 times per week.

Vehicle Plate #   Driver Lic. #

___Rideshare Parking Permit

___Request Special Assistance

__Platinum Pass Information
__Maricopa Xpress Subsidy Info
__Matchlist Assistance
__Update My Information
__Vanpool Information
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PROVIDE:

OR GO ONLINE
www.capitolrideshare.com

1  2   3   4   5

Last Name:                                              First Name:

Street Address (home):

City:                                                                            ZIP:

Agency Name:                        Division:              Work Phone:

Street Address (work):

City:                             ZIP:         Rm#/Mail Drop/Site Code:

E-mail address:

Work Start Time:              am/pm     Is this flexible? (Circle one) No    Yes
Stop Time:                        am/pm     Is this flexible? (Circle one) No    Yes

If flexible, by how much?  ___15 minutes    ___30 minutes

Return this form interagency mail to:
CAPITOL RIDESHARE
100 N. 15th Avenue #431
Phoenix, 85007
OR  FAX TO 602.542.3636

http://www.capitolrideshare.com/files/pollution__facts.htm
http://www.capitolrideshare.com/files/commuter.htm
http://www.capitolrideshare.com/files/carpool.htm
http://www.capitolrideshare.com/files/carpool.htm
http://www.capitolrideshare.com/files/services.htm

